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Apple of their eyes

Communications dept. replaces
PCs with Macs

Snakes on a Plane
Reptiles sizzle on screen
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Spencer charged
in van accident

Betsy Smith Servant
Heart Memorial
Endowed Scholarship
established

At 10 a.m. today, Grant
County prosecutor James Luttrull Jr. held a press conference
regarding the April 26 van
accident that killed four students and one staff member.
Thirty-seven-year-old Robert Fitzgerald Spencer of
Canton, Michigan was hauling flour on I-69 when his
truck crossed the median
and hit a southbound Taylor
van. Spencer said initially his
truck blew a tire, but police
found no evidence of that.
Spencer also informed
investigators he had been
driving for almost 11 hours.
Federal regulations require
truck drivers to take a 10hour break every 11 hours.
Spencer was charged with
five counts of reckless homicide and four counts of
criminal recklessness. These
are class C felony charges
in Indiana, which can result in a $10000 fine and
two to eight years in jail.

A scholarship, entitled the
Betsy Smith Servant Heart
Memorial Endowed Scholarship, has been set up in
honor of van accident victim
Betsy Smith. A Betsy Smith
5K Run is also being organized for Saturday, October
21 in Decatur, Illinois. The
first $5,000 raised will go to
RealLife Ministries, with the
remaining money going towards Betsy’s scholarship.
Further information will be
available later in the year.
A general fund, entitled the
Student/Employee Memorial, also has been created.
This fund contains the memorials that were sent in for
the van accident victims.
An additional scholarship
for Brad Larson could be created in the near future. This
may be confirmed later in the
year.
Funds for Laurel Erb are
directed towards the art dening her freshman year.

By Megan Baird
Editor-In-Chief

According to Luttrull, the
truck log books, the truck
telephone records and a reconstruction of the accident
were analyzed before charges were filed. Luttrull also
evaluated witness observations that cited the truck as
drifting across the median.
Luttrull refused to comment on any direct findings.
Court
documents
will be filed today that cite
certain
police
findings.
A warrant for Spencer’s
arrest was issued and he will
be extradited to Indiana to
face charges. The trial will
take place in Grant County Superior Court No. 2.
“We look forward to
proving
our
case
in
court,”
Luttrull
said.
This is not Spencer’s first
instance of reckless driving. According to Detroitnews.com, police have issued him two speeding
tickets while he drove his
truck and three tickets for
disobeying signals while he
drove his personal vehicle.

Police have also charged
him with various other nondriving related charges.
Meanwhile, Whitney Cerak, the sole student survivor
of the accident, continues to
improve as she begins her
sophomore year at Taylor.
Cerak sustained serious injuries that forced a months-long
hospital stay. She continues
to receive speech, physical
and occupational therapy.
“We have been very thankful for the skilled and competent people that have
been a part of Whit’s recovery road,” Cerak’s family
said in their blog. “God, in
His faithfulness, continues
to go ahead of us. We have
learned over time of His constancy, but it has definitely
been engraved on our hearts
and in our minds throughout this journey with Whitney. We never stop being
thankful for the able people
God has put in Whitney’s
journey to full recovery.”
Accident victims Laurel
Erb and Betsy Smith had

siblings who also arrived at
Taylor this past weekend.
“[I miss] being able to
talk [to Laurel],” freshman
Dan Erb, Laurel’s brother,
said. “But I’m at peace.”
Junior Heidi Smith, Betsy
Smith’s sister, also noted
the difficulty of being back
at Taylor without her sister.
“I think I just miss the
friendship that goes beyond...being a friend, the
sisterhood. A best friend
and a sister is what I miss
the most,” Smith said. “I’ll
see the library and think of a
memory or go past her house
where she lived…In a way,
I’m back to where I was when
the funeral just happened,
like I’m going through that
initial grief all over again…
but…it’s a healing thing. So
while it’s very hard to be
back here, it’s also a comfort
because there are so many
people supporting [me].”
Another sister of Betsy
Smith, Mary K, also arrived at Taylor this past
weekend.
She is begin-
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partment.
Funds for Whitney Cerak
are directed towards Invisible Children.
The Van Ryn family has
not yet named a recipient for
funds sent in Laura VanRyn’s
name.
Additionally, van accident victim Monica Felver's
daughter Kelly has created a
blog for her mother at http://
monicafelver.blogspot.com/.
Students are advised to leave
messages of encouragement.
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April 26 van accident victim
Betsy Smith

Home sweet Haakonsen Taylor featured in Time
magazine

By Leslie Leak
Associate News Editor

English Hall now has a
tenth wing and Taylor University has a new dorm.
Haakonsen Hall was created to aid in facilitating
the largest incoming freshman class in the university’s history. The former
student health center was
chosen in accordance with
two separate decisions by
university
administration.
“After many meetings
and much discussion, Taylor administration made
the decision to utilize the
health services of Upland
Health and Diagnostic Center across from the University,” Jill Godorhazy, director
of residence life programs,
said. “At the same time, student development was over
housing capacity by eighty
women. After examining the
layout of the health center
and discussing the possibility of it becoming a reality
to house women this fall, we
decided this facility would
be a great opportunity.”
Junior Katie Rousopoulos
is assistant hall director for
English and Haakonsen, as
well as the PA for “the Haak.”
“The Haak is English Hall.
We are the tenth wing here,
so we do everything they do.
First South English and the
Haak are like Siamese twins
separated. We are a very
close-knit sister floor and
are sharing our wing hookups,” Rousopoulos said.
Taylor University’s newest residence hall is a part of
the extended development
plan designed by University
President Eugene Habecker.
“Dr. Habecker’s vision
for 2016 includes progressive growth of the student
body. There have been several discussions in the past
month to address the needs

News

Taylor University was mentioned in the cover story of the August 21st edition of Time magazine, "Who Needs Harvard?" The article, "Your Guide to Finding The College That Fits,"
advocated Taylor as a competitive school that mixes religious values with liberal arts. "Keep
the faith America's campuses are not quite so godless as some believers might think," author
Nathan Thornburgh said.

TU takes the plunge
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Emily Henderson, D.A., and Katie Rousopoulos, PA and assistant
hall director, prepare for the students' arrival.

for future student housing.
It seems likely that Haakonsen Hall will at minimum be
a permanent short-term residence hall,” Godorhazy said.
According to Godorhazy,
the location of the Haakonsen building to English Hall
made the decision to associate the two dorms an easy
one. This dorm association
also impacted the ways in
which prospective Haakonsen residents were contacted.
“An email was sent to
juniors and seniors in English Hall followed by an
email to all junior and senior women,” Godorhazy
said. “Again, we wanted to
stay true to our philosophy
of residence life and have
an integrated hall including
freshmen, sophomores, ju-

niors and seniors. It was difficult for people to think of
the change at first, but in the
end we had to turn people
down because it was full.”
Even though the girls have
had only a few days to acclimate to the new surroundings, Rousopoulos believes
the year has started well.
“The transition of the
health center into a dorm is
new to everyone – students,
professors and even the
maintenance team, but so
far everyone has been supportive and willing to work
at it to make this a good
experience for everyone involved,” Rousopoulos said.

See 'Haakonsen' Page 2.
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Junior Nathan McCauley participated Thursday in Community Plunge by helping tear down and rebuild
a garage. Many students engaged in the annual event, which aided local community members.

By Robin Snyder
Staff Writer
Over 700 students, staff
and faculty plunged into
the school year with a service project for the Upland community yesterday.
Volunteers assisted local
organizations and businesses
with their everyday tasks and
helped with Taylor sponsored
programs such as the AdoptA-Highway program led by
Taylor Stewards of Creation.
The volunteers’ tasks varied widely from painting

buildings to sorting clothes
at Helping Hands, a local
store that sells used clothes
at rummage sale prices.
Taylor University’s chapel
served as Community Plunge
headquarters while vans
shuttled volunteers to their
worksites throughout the day.
One group of 12 volunteers
arrived at Upland United
Methodist Church to help
clean and paint, finishing
their job in only 20 minutes.
“We were surprised at
how quickly the work went,”

said sophomore Andy Marston. “It was really cool
seeing everyone pull together to get so much done.”
Community Plunge is a
ministry of Community Outreach, which is a division
of Taylor World Outreach.
The mission of TWO, according to the Taylor web
site, is “to mobilize Taylor
students for service and
ministry on campus, in the

See 'Community' Page 2.
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By Amy Wood
Contributor
Two weeks ago,
23 international students
returned to Upland as
staff members for the 2006
International
Student
Orientation.
International Student
Orientation is an annual event hosted by the
International Student Society
and Mu Kappa. This year’s

orientation, themed “Time
to Breathe,” was held from
August 20 to the 24.
“It was an important thing
to come back early,” said
sophomore Anna Perkins,
an orientation staff member
from India. “It was important to see [the other staff
members] and remember
what we had experienced
last year [as staff members].
It was encouraging to work
together. We were so happy

to invite more people into
the Mu Kappa family.”
Mu Kappa sponsors Carl
and Judy Daudt, international students director Solomon
Abebe and the staff of upperclassmen had been planning
this orientation since last
fall.
“The idea behind ‘Time
to Breathe’ is that students
have been traveling all over,
and may not have had a
chance to evaluate where

they have been and where
they are going,” Daudt said.
“This orientation gives freshmen the opportunity to get
to adjusted culturally, and
meet other students with
similar experiences…who
can understand that adjustment.”
The first combined international MK/TCK (Missionary
Kid/Third Culture Kid) orientation began in 2003. In
past years, 21 students at
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The upperclassman staff (Faith Batzinger, Becky Hargrave, Brianna Nystrom. Sarah Kautzmann, and Jeffrey Mudge) of international
orientation prepares for the arrival of incoming international students. The international orientation welcomed 37 new Taylor University
students.

Taylor welcomes new arrivals
Students flood campus as largest freshman class in
university's history arrives
By Mia Wales
News Editor

The largest freshman
class in the history of Taylor
University was accepted
into the community during
Welcome Weekend 2006.
Welcome Weekend is
an annual event that helps
freshman and transfer students become more acclimated to the campus. The activities began on August 25 and
concluded on August 28.
As people began to arrive,
Orientation group leaders, or
O leaders, assisted the students in any way possible.
There were booths set up
at various places on campus where students could
obtain free water, advice and
directions. Some O leaders
even helped unload the cars.
Bethany Johnson, a freshman English writing major,
appreciated the help.
“It was nice of [the] O leaders to help carry my stuff,”
Johnson said.
The weekend kick-off was a
dedication service in Rediger
Auditorium. Dr. Habecker
spoke words of encouragement to the students and their
families. A dessert reception
for parents followed the service while students attended
their residence hall meetings. Activities for siblings
were provided in the Student
Union.
Throughout the weekend
there were many activities
designed to foster friendship
among the new students.
The students were divided
into Orientation groups, or O
groups. They participated in
events such as the “Escape to
Reality Adventure Course,”
which is made up of various
teamwork-building games,
and the hoedown.
Johnson liked spending

News

time with her O group as
they completed the Escape to
Reality Adventure Course.
“Once we made it to the
end of the [course] it…made
us bond,” Johnson said.
“Our O leaders are good at
getting everyone involved
and encouraging people. We
have some quieter people,
but everyone is engaged.”
Jen High and Autumn
Swartz, sophomore transfers,
were surprised at how much
they enjoyed the hoedown.
“[At first] it looked like
chaos,” Swartz said. “But the
Hoedown turned out to
be fun. We got to meet a lot
of new people.”
On Sunday morning students attended a worship
service conducted in Rediger
Auditorium.
“I really liked the Sunday
morning service,” Johnson
said. “For me it was the

[worship] music. That’s how
I connect [with people].”
On Sunday afternoon
president and Mrs. Habecker
welcomed the transfer students into their home for
an ice cream social, while
other O groups visited the
homes of various faculty
and staff members of Taylor
University.
High and Swartz were
thankful that Taylor distinguished transfer students
from the incoming freshman, because transfers have
already had a first college
experience.
Monday’s schedule
focused mainly on academic
orientation, as opposed to
the previous days which
focused on relationships. In
the afternoon the O leaders led tours around campus
to assist students in locating
the academic bildings.

Swartz was already familiar with Taylor’s campus,
but enjoyed the tour nonetheless.
“Both my parents went to
Taylor, [but] I still thought
the tour was helpful,” Swartz
said. “Everyone was so nice
and very willing to help.”
The goal of Welcome
Weekend is to help new
students and parents make
a smooth transition into
the community at Taylor.
Johnson felt that Taylor
achieved that goal.
“[Welcome Weekend] was
helpful easing students into
a completely new lifestyle.
They did it [so that] it wasn’t
a drastic change,” Johnson
said. “The emphasis that
Jesus is first…above everything, made me feel comfortable because that is important to me."
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Students organize in lines for a dance at the hoedown. Professor Bob Davis helped the students by
calling out the steps of various dances. Freshmen and upperclassmen alike participated in this year's
hoedown. The event included line and square dancing, bull riding and bean bags.

most participated. This year,
37 of the 40 new International
and MK/TCK students
attended orientation.
“Several changes
were made to the program
this year to accommodate
the large number of attendees,” Daudt said. “We made
sessions shorter and more
concise, which allowed freshmen to have more individual
attention.”
Another new addition to
the program was a blog that
informed freshman about
orientation preparation.
A banquet was held Sunday
evening for the international
students and their families.
Several Taylor administrators, including President and
Mrs. Habecker, attended.
On Monday and Tuesday,
student staff led the incoming freshman and their parents on an in-depth campus
tour.
“The whole orientation
this year was about getting
people to know why they
need to know this office
where it is located and who
to talk to,” Perkins said.
Monday afternoon the
international orientation staff
held a panel on finding a job.
Tuesday afternoon staff discussed transition issues, easing students’ and parents’
minds.
“Upperclassmen shared
personal experiences of the
adjustments that came with
changing cultures and entering college life. They did a

Community:
From page 1

community and around the
world.
The TWO staff motivates, trains and supports
students as they take what
they are learning into the
world around them to
plant the seeds of the gospel of Christ and receive
the blessings that come
through serving others.”
Community Plunge volunteers will be doing some
follow up work at some of
yesterday’s work sites in
the near future. For more
information on how to
get involved with the after Plunge activities e-mail
Ashley Lanphear or Audra
Fritzen at co@tayloru.edu.

very good job,” Daudt said.
Other orientation sessions discussed campus
activities, the importance of
good credit, student health
insurance and using an ATM
machine. Different sessions
were available for the students’ siblings.
On Wednesday morning
the freshmen, who had been
housed in Sammy Morris,
moved into their permanent
dorms. They spent the afternoon shopping at Wal-Mart
and the Muncie Mall. In the
evening students bonded at
the annual Chai Chat in the
Kesler Center.
Another highlight of orientation was “TU Monopoly,”
a game designed to acquaint
the new students with the
campus. Orientation staff
served as “pawns” that could
be traded or could run away
if they were not watched.
Each team received fake
money upon reaching a dorm
or building. “Conversion”
cards asked US pop culture
questions such as “What
sport do the Pacers play?”
“TU Monopoly and
playing games in the evening at Wandering Wheels
were fun, but the campus
tours were really informative because now I know
my way around,” freshman
TCK Taylor Ehrhard said.
“[Orientation]
definitely
made me feel immediately
welcomed.”

Haakonsen:

From page 1

The ladies of the Haak are
enthusiastic about beginning
a new year and the opportunities that come with living
in a new housing facility.
“We really liked the idea of
making ‘Taylor history’ and
we thought it would be fun to
live somewhere else with different people. Plus, you can’t
beat having air conditioning!” senior Kate Yoder said.
“Living in the health center
is definitely going to be different than anywhere else on
campus, but the differences
promise to be exciting and I’m
sure we will all learn many
things from the experience,”
junior Hillary Durie said.
It is not known whether
Haakonsen Hall will remain
a dorm next year.

Summer recap
By Hillary Durie
Staff Writer

Five weeks after the
Taylor van accident in April,
authorities discovered that
the coroner had misidentified Laura VanRyn’s and
Whitney Cerak’s bodies at
the crash site.
Laura had passed
away in the accident, while
Whitney was alive under
Laura’s name.
VanRyn’s
roommate voiced concerns
early about the process of
Laura’s identification, leading to a fact search that
culminated in a dental
records check.
Even at the height
of their sorrow, the VanRyns
trusted in the Lord. “For us,
we will mourn Laura’s going
home and will greatly miss
her…[but] we rejoice with
the Ceraks,” the VanRyns
said.

Dr. Ted W. Engstrom
(‘38) passed away July 14.
During his 90 years of life,
Engstrom was the president
emeritus of World Vision
International, a former president of Youth for Christ and
an emeritus member of the

Taylor University Board of
Trustees. He authored more
than 50 books and was
an influential evangelical
leader.
Before his death,
Engstrom said, “Whenever
the Lord calls, I’m ready. I’m
not only ready, I’m eager. I’ll
have all eternity to celebrate
God’s goodness and grace.”
Dr. Duane Kilty
accepted the role of
Chancellor for TU Fort
Wayne on June 15. Dr. Kilty’s
educational
accomplishments include a BA from
IPFW, an MBA from Ball
State and a Ph.D. from the
University of Kentucky.
He was Asbury
Theological Seminary’s chief
financial officer for thirteen
years, served for five years
at Huntington University
and worked for a little over a
year for the Commonwealth
of Kentucky.
More recently he has
been a consultant for struggling Christian colleges. He
and his wife Joni have three
children, the youngest of
whom is a freshman at TU
Fort Wayne.
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Taylor welcomes
new faculty
Psychology, art and chemistry departments receive new professors
By Lauren Hartshorn
Features Editor
Taylor welcomes many
new faculty and staff to campus this year, one of whom
is Dr. Scott Edwards in
the Psychology Department.
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A visiting professor, he will
teach Ethics of Psychology
and Child Psychology this
semester and will also teach Jterm and spring courses. His
office is in the Ayres building,
as the psychology department moved from the Reade
center to the newly renovated
Ayres Alumni building.
With an undergraduate
degree from Anderson University in psychology, a Masters degree from Ball State in
counseling and a Ph.D. from
the University of Minnesota
in counseling psychology
with concentrations in child
development and neuropsychological, Edwards brings
with him a wealth of knowledge.
After his Ph.D. work, Edwards interned at the University of Minnesota Medical
School with a focus in child
clinical psychology and pediatric neuropsychology.
After working at Indiana
University - Kokomo as a
psychology professor for two
years, Edwards opened his
own practice, which he ran
for the past five years until
his recent move to Taylor.
Edwards said that his goal
has always been to teach at
a Christian university. Edwards joked that his goal for
this year is to “do such a good
job that they’ll have to hire
me permanently.”
Edwards, while new, is no
stranger to Taylor. He applied
for a position a few years
ago, but the job was given to
someone else. Rather than be
defeated, he came to Taylor a
second, more successful, time
after learning of an open position while searching the web
for job opportunities.
When asked what he was
most excited about as a new
Taylor professor, Edwards
said, “The biggest thing, honestly, is that I really feel, when
I was teaching psychology in
the secular setting…[that] it
was just meaningless because
all the facts of psychology
are really pretty meaning-

Features

less apart from a framework,
a biblical framework to order all that around…I feel
like psychology is an extension, in some ways, of God’s
revelation to us and it’s like
a particular kind of revelation…I’m excited about putting psychology in its proper
framework. That’s really, I
think, the coolest thing about
being at Taylor, and that’s
what students hopefully are
looking for.”
Edward’s views are not
limited to the field of psychology. He firmly believes in
Taylor's stance on the integration of faith and learning.
“Could you imagine being in a course where nothing is true or real?" said Edwards. "That’s kind of a scary
thought to me, because if you
apply that logic to scripture,
then at your next Bible study,
everything everybody says
about the scripture is equally
valid.”
Edwards lives in Kokomo
with his wife of fourteen years
and three children, aged eleven, four and two. He commutes daily to campus.
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Matthew Tailford is also
new to Taylor this year. An
assistant professor in the art
department, he will be teaching sculpture, 3D design, 2D
design and photography this
semester. Tailford has already been instrumental in
restarting the foundry. He has
also been intricately involved
in the changes that the sculptures rooms are currently undergoing.
Tailford, who moved here
from L.A., is another professor with interests outside of
his given field. Trained in both
sculpture and acting, Tailford
created his own production
company with a friend in L.A.
and is still very involved in
the company. He submitted
a film to the Heartland Film
Festival that he spent three
months filming in the West
of Ireland. He is also playing
the role of Louie in the Muncie Civic Theatre’s rendition
of “Lost in Yonkers.”
After learning about the
open position at Taylor, Tailford said that he “felt led to
come here. I was looking for
a change, and I didn’t know
how that was going to hap-

pen….I was on my way to
Colorado and I thought, well,
I’ll throw some stuff together,
send it their way, and see what
happens, and here I am.”
Tailford is currently experiencing the culture shock
felt by some students upon
arriving in Upland for the
first time. Tailford says that
the adjustment from life in a
large city to life in rural Indiana probably has been the
toughest part of his move to
Upland. However, he has yet
to lose his sense of humor.
“This weather is taking
some getting used to, but
I should say that I love the
weather here, because it’s
not
boring. See, L.A.’s
boring. It’s like, 72 degrees
every day, the sun’s always
out, and, you know, here
there’s always a change, and
it’s usually a drastic change,”
said Tailford.
Tailford is optimistic about
his new job at Taylor. His
main goal this year is to “be
able to find some way to manage both my teaching career
and my film career.”
Dr. Patricia Stan is not new
to Taylor, but, after being an
adjuct professor for six years,
Stan has become a full-time
Taylor professor this year.
She is teaching Chemistry for
Living as well as Physical Science, a class she has not previously taught. A part of the
chemistry department, Stan
holds degrees from Houghton College, Washington
University and Washington
University - St. Louis.
"I am excited about being
full-time because of the great
atmosphere working at Taylor," said Stan. "First of all,
the chemistry department is
first class. Not only are my
fellow faculty fun and easy to
get along with, but they are
very supportive and knowledgeable in their specialties.
It is exciting to hear about the
research and teaching that
they are doing! The chemistry
department at Taylor works
very hard to give undergraduates the opportunity to use
the equipment we have in the
department and to be a part
of research. They have made
me a part of the department
since I started as an adjunct."
Taylor's community warmly
welcomes all new faculty and
staff to campus this year. Students and staff look forward
to becoming better acquainted with each of the new faculty members, both inside
and outside the classroom.
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Macs make appearances
Computer lab in Rupp receives upgrade
complete with new iMacs
By Christine Allen
Staff Writer
Many know that buying
school supplies is half the
fun of going back to classes.
The IT department felt the
same way this year as both
the Mac lab in Metcalf and
the J-lab in the Rupp Communication Arts Center
have been refurbished with
new Macintosh computers.
Erik Newby works as a
lab tech in Metcalf and said
of the upgrade, “This will
not only make my job easier,
but more importantly will
give the students a better
and smoother experience in
class and on projects.”
Communications professor Kathy Bruner agrees
with Newby.
“The lab was scheduled
for replacement this summer, and the Mac has been
favored by people in creative fields for many years.
The move to Mac will give
us better integration between the journalism lab
and our audio and video
editing suites, which are already on the Mac platform.
It will enhance the print and

design capabilities of the
Echo and Ilium staff since
the machines are much
more powerful than those
they replaced. The lab will
serve the increasing number of students working on
creative projects in design
and production courses, as
well as continuing to serve
the needs of the broader
communication arts department.”
Macintosh computers and
notebooks are growing in
popularity on Taylor’s campus. In recent years techsupport for Macs on campus has greatly increased.
While Mac users were not
deterred by the lack of support in the past, those less
familiar with the Apple operating systems now have
better resources.
Macs aren’t just more popular at Taylor, however. It is
speculated that the popularity of iPods has also led
to a widespread rise in computer sales for Apple.
Because of how easy the
OS X, the Apple system, is
to navigate, PC users also
find the new computers
in Metcalf and Rupp user-

friendly.
“I prefer PCs because
that’s what I’m used to, but
I appreciate the easy-to-use
shortcuts on Macs,” senior
Alex Fillmore said.
Senior Drew Delianides
disagreed with Fillmore's
opinion
“Everyone I’ve met that
has made the switch from
Windows to Mac will never go back. It’s a different
stress-free life,” Delianides
said.
Apple anticipates that its
newest operating system,
Leopard, will be completed
in 2007. Leopard is an Intel
dual system that supports
both Windows and OS X simultaneously. This also may
cause an influx of PC-users
to switch to Macs with the
promise that they will still
be able to use Windows.
Keeping up with the newest technology affords students prime opportunity to
excel in their studies. The
additions to computer labs
across campus make those
opportunities available not
only to those already familiar with Apple technology
but to PC users as well.
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The J-lab in the Rupp Communication Arts Center recently replaced PCs with new iMac computers.

Bengtson battles boot camp
By Lauren Hartshorn
Features Editor
Some students spend their
summers working, while
others attend camp or travel
overseas. Senior Aaron “No
Shoes” Bengtson spent his
summer completing basic training as a part of the
Army Reserves.
“Basic training in and of
itself is very rewarding,”
Bengtson said. “The job as
a whole, no matter what career path one chooses, from
intelligence to infantry to
pencil pushing – it’s a rewarding job knowing that
I’m defending the nation’s
freedom. I know that I’m in
the right position in my life.
I know that this is supposed
to be my job.”
After considering joining
the Army Reserves in high
school, Aaron enrolled last
spring. He spent ten weeks
this summer in Fort Jackson,
South Carolina where he ate,
slept and breathed the army.
On a typical day, Bengtson
was up at five to clean and
exercise before breakfast.
After breakfast, he and
his fellow recruits traveled
by bus to a shooting range
where they had lunch and
spent the afternoon. “Free
time” was rare and closely
monitored.

“The only thing free time
allowed…was reading the
Bible or other religious
books like the Koran, the
Jewish Bible…whatever the
person’s religion happened
to be,” Bengtson said.
After a full day, Bengtson
and his fellow recruits did a
final line-up at 8:45 and were
in bed by 9:00 each night.
Bengtson has agreed to
spend two days per month
for the next six years at the
MEPS center in Indianapolis. He is a human resources
specialist, which means that
he spends most of his time
at the MEPS center filing papers and updating files.
While this type of work
may not be the first thing
that comes to mind when
one thinks of the Army Reserves, Bengtson's work is
crucial to the smooth operation of the reserve office.
Bengtson learned many
things from his basic training experience, not the least
of which was to have a great-

er appreciation for the job of
a soldier, especially for the
soldiers currently stationed
in Iraq.
“I gained a much greater
respect for everything that
[the military does], because the media puts such a
bad spin on everything that
happens over there,” Bengtson said.
Boot camp was quite challenging for Bengtson. He
had various struggles, from
dealing with his fellow recruits’ explicit language to
the physical difficulty of thelong training program.
Despite the hardships,
Bengtson has come out of
basic training stronger, more
focused, and assured of his
path in life. He will continue his army reserves career
after he graduates from Taylor this spring.
He plans to enter office
candidate school with the
long-term goal of military
intelligence training.
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Digging for Emmy gold

belief that we’re in a ‘golden
age’ of television, and I’m
inclined to agree. Still, this
"When accepting your concept may seem ridiculous
Emmy, please refrain from to many people. It’s hard to
comments about how heavy have much faith in television
the award is. Of course it’s in an age where almost anyheavy. It contains the shat- thing can make it onto the
tered dreams of four other air – and people buy into it.
nominees.” These words Reality shows about trashfrom host Conan O’Brien on talking, game shows about
the night of the 58th Annual picking numbers, and comPrimetime Emmy Awards petition shows about eating
not only drew huge laughs cockroaches are just a few
from the celebrity audience, examples. However, there is
it also helped set the stage another side to this view.
for a memorable night celThe fact that there is so
ebrating the triumphs of the much content on television is
past year of television.
a challenge for a few shows
In a recent interview on to go above and beyond. The
the Charlie Rose show, skill with which dramas such
Conan O’Brien expressed his as “Lost” or “24” are written
and directed is astounding.
It is hard to deny that this is
some of the best television in
recent memory.
Compelling characters, hardhitting dialogue and addictively engaging storylines set
these shows apart, and set
the bar for future shows. TV
shows are beginning to far
surpass the quality we see in
many movies. Each season
of “24” is ten times as long as
a typical action movie, and
is filmed in about the same
amount of time. Still, the finished product continues to
enthrall American audiences
and leave them begging for
more.
In preparation for the premiere of season five of FOX's
“24," several guys on my
Photo courtesy of cbc.ca
wing watched all of season
Conan O'Brien shows his unique
brand of humor while hosting the four in a period of two days.
That’s dedication. It’s also
58th Annual Primetime Emmys.

By Josh Porter
A&E Editor

.

borderline insanity, but it
takes some mighty compelling TV to bring that out in
people.
To refer back to the opening quote, I think Conan
was right on the money.
Throughout the course of the
night, one heartfelt acceptance speech after another
confirmed the fact that the
actors, writers and directors
truly cared a great deal about
that which they were taking
part. It became apparent
that many of them fully
understood how blessed
they were to be a part of this
era of television. Even Barry
Manilow, the most ridiculous
winner of the entire night
for Individual Performance
in a Variety or Music Show
(Steven Colbert got the shaft),
seemed to recognize that he
was part of something larger
than himself.
There’s simply no comparison to the level of dedication and emotion these
actors put into their work.
Even the Oscars seem trivial
in comparison. The honor
of receiving a golden Emmy
is immeasurable, priceless.
Certainly, many dreams
were shattered during the
ceremony. Still, like us viewers, the nominees who lost
should be happy to be part
of this golden age of television, and cling to the hope
that next year will be even
better. That’s right, I’m talking to you, Steve Carell.

Best Drama Series:

"24"

Best Comedy Series:

Photo courtesy of myetv.org

Kiefer Sutherland shows off the Best Drama Emmy for "24" and his
long-awaited Best Actor Emmy for his role in the show. This is his
first Emmy, after nine nominations.

“Snakes on a Plane” is
what I consider an anomaly.
It’s like a rupture in the fabric of the space-time continuum. How is it that one
of the worst movies I’ve ever
seen is also the most fun I’ve
had in a movie theater since
“Return of the King”? On
the other hand, if the point of
movies is to enjoy them, does
that make this the best movie
since “Return of the King”?
“Snakes on a Plane” defies
all logic, and it’s guaranteed

to be one of the most divisive
love-it-or-hate-it movies ever
made.
The first thing I noticed
was that the script was written by a team of fourth-graders. I’m convinced that several housecats walking across
the keys of a keyboard could
have written a better screenplay. Still, with a title like
“Snakes on a Plane,” I kind
of saw that coming.
The next thing I noticed
was that Samuel L. Jackson
was immaculately conceived
by a higher power and born
to play this role in this movie.

"The Daily Show with Jon
Stewart"

Best Actor, Drama:

Kiefer Sutherland,
"24"

Best Actor, Comedy:

Tony Shalhoub,
"Monk"

Best Actress, Drama:

Mariska Hargitay,
"Law & Order:
Victims Unit"

Special

Best Actress, Comedy:

Julia Louis-Dreyfus,
"The New Adventures of Old
Christine"

Best Supporting Actor,
Drama:

Alan Alda,
"The West Wing"
Photo courtesy of myetv.org

was that while the modeling
and animation of the CGI
snakes was terrible, they
offered some genuine scares.
Each passenger was killed
in a creative yet preposterous way, and I can safely
say that during the course
of the movie, every possible
body part was bitten. Plus,
I couldn’t help but laugh at
some of the ridiculous Bmovie gimmicks: Snakes
crawling out the mouth of
a corpse, a giant anaconda
swallowing the full-of-himself British guy, the random
kick-boxer shouting “Hiya!”

Photo courtesy of comingsoon.net

Samuel L. Jackson holds the corpse of one of the snakes as he concocts a brilliant plan to get rid of the other 299.

A&E

Best Variety, Music or
Comedy Series:

Best Reality Program:

The highly coveted (and apparently quite heavy) Emmy statues.

Now that it’s been made, I
wouldn’t be surprised if he
simply dissipated into thousands of sparkling molecules,
only to return when the
world is ready for “Snakes
on a Plane 2”. Sam Jackson
obviously feels right at home
in the campy-beyond-all-reason horror genre. There’s no
question that he’s the driving force behind this film,
both within the movie and
throughout its production.
There is absolutely no way
this movie would have been
made without him.
The third thing I noticed

"The Office"

"The Amazing Race"

"Snakes on a Plane" defies logic
By Josh Porter
A&E Editor

Emmy
award
winners
2006

as he judo-chops a cobra to
the face…I was laughing like
a 9-year-old in a tickle fight,
and I don’t care who knows
it.
I should mention that this
film is rated R for language,
a scene of sexuality and drug
use, and intense sequences
of terror and violence. If
this kind of thing turns you
off in the least, don’t see
“Snakes on a Plane." It’s
not something like “Saving
Private Ryan” or “Training
Day," where there’s actually
a purpose to all the mature
subject matter.
The movie was actually
made with a PG-13 in mind,
but after all the internet buzz
it generated, mostly based on
Samuel L. Jackson’s role in it,
the film's director (David R.
Ellis) added swearing, more
violence and a sex scene
to cater to those who love
Jackson in his most brutal
state. It allows the movie to
be as ridiculous and overthe-top as possible, and at no
point does it take itself seriously. Still, be warned, the R
rating is well-deserved.
The key to watching a
movie like this is turning off
your brain. As I was watching it, the skeptical movie
critic inside me was telling
me to reject what I was seeing, and go home disappointed. When confronted
with the rational voices in
your own head, my advice
is to do what I did - ignore
them completely. Enjoy the
guilty pleasure of “Snakes
on a Plane," the best awful
movie you’ll ever see.
Movie Rating:

7 out of 10

Best Supporting Actor,
Comedy:

Jeremy Piven,
"Entourage"

Best Supporting Actress,
Drama:

Blythe Danner,
"Huff"

Best Supporting Actress,
Comedy:

Megan Mullally,
"Will and Grace"

Best Performance in a
Variety/Music Program:

Barry Manilow?
"Barry Manilow: Music and
Passion"

Wins per
network
1. HBO - 26 awards
2. NBC - 14 awards
3. ABC - 11 awards
4. FOX - 10 awards
5. CBS - 9 awards
6. PBS - 8 awards
7. Cartoon Network 4 awards

8. History Channel 3 awards

9. Comedy Central 2 awards

O pinions
Opinions?

By Marc Belcastro
Opinions Editor
“Our opinions do not really blossom into fruition until
we have expressed them to
someone else,” Mark Twain
said. This institution is, I believe, an aggregation of excellent minds. I also believe
that those minds create some
very worthwhile material in
the form and shape of ideas,
the types of which could be
beneficial—if not also interesting, controversial or challenging—for the rest of us.
The capacity to share the
contents of one’s silent recesses of thought with words
is a remarkable thing. We
have our own seemingly
limitless personal domain
to process the experiences of
existence, and the only people who can gain access are
those to whom we open the
door, and God Himself.
So, I would request, allow
us to see a bit of that ineffable territory by submitting
your opinions for this page.
I think the readership of this
campus might do well to entertain a dialogue initiated
by an opinion made public.

S eptember 1, 2006

P age 5

The birth control pill:
contraceptive or abortifacient?
The following is not necessarily a view to which I
personally subscribe. This
is not to say, however, that
I dismiss it entirely, for the
durability of the position is
not something which should
be ignored or overlooked.
Whether the birth control
pill is appropriately used as
a contraceptive is a matter
we ought to consider with all
cylinders running.
An abortifacient is a substance which ends pregnancy
prematurely. There is a group
which maintains that the
pill acts as an abortifacient,
and there is a group which,
of course, does not. Which
position and its respective
proponents have the most
merit?
One’s position can be,
and typically is, informed
by one’s employment of the
relevant terms. For exam-

ple, a woman might only be
considered “pregnant” if the
sperm and ovum have been
fertilized within her; another
definition might regard her
as pregnant after the zygote
(fertilized ovum) has been
implanted in the uterine wall
(endometrium).
Some believe (experts
included) that the pill is an
abortifacient because one of
its (four primary) functions
is to prevent a zygote (should
one arise) from successfully
implanting in the endometrium; the pill affects its lining to prohibit that. Without
this, the zygote cannot begin
to develop. Others believe
(experts included) that the
pill does not, in fact, prevent
the zygote from successfully
implanting in the endometrium since this has never been
scientifically (or otherwise)
observed.
The definition of “conception” is the moment when the
sperm meets the ovum and

fertilization occurs. It seems,
according to my research,
that this definition is not
commonly disputed. What
is disputed, as mentioned
above, is whether a woman
is pregnant after conceiving
or if she is pregnant after the
zygote successfully implants
itself.
If pregnancy is understood
as occurring at conception,
the pill interrupts the natural implantation process,
and this terminates the pregnancy, which constitutes the
definition of “abortion.” If
pregnancy, however, is understood as occurring at implantation then the pill does
not terminate a pregnancy;
it merely prevents it. But is
that even acceptable?
Whatever one’s posture
concerning the explicit definition of pregnancy, it has
never been shown that the
pill has nothing to do with
the prevention of zygote implantation. In other words,

science has yet to prove that
there is no affiliation between the birth control pill
and its preventing a fertilized egg from implanting
in the womb. This seems to
suggest the possibility of the
pill being an abortifacient.
As an aside, it is quite understandable for some women—for medical reasons—to
take the pill regularly. This,
at present, is not a relevant
detail.
From the way the issue is
framed, it would appear that
anyone contemplating the
pill cannot avoid grappling
with the aforementioned
eventualities.
Put more
simply, there is a chance involved, however minute, for
an abortion. I do not believe
any Christian should ignore
“chances” when it is a matter
of creating or destroying life.
Since it is plausible that
the pill is abortive, it does
not seem wise for couples to
use it as a contraceptive, par-

ticularly when a more natural means is available (see:
Natural Family Planning).
A good friend and mentor
once asserted this: God has
blessed us with technology
in the medical field to assist
life when it is in some peril or
to enhance it when possible
and biblically appropriate,
not to abuse it, tampering
with life before it has even
arisen.
I would immediately call
into question the ethical infrastructure of any couple
who uses the pill without
first doing near-exhaustive
research. I would also do the
same of any couple who defended their use of the pill by
appealing to the lack of findings and diminutive probabilities. I would admire,
however, and look favorably
upon, the couple who first
sought the Lord intensely in
prayer, no matter their ultimate decision.

up when, in the following—
though no direct references
are made—it is me talking
about bones and muscles and
when it is my father discussing myofibrils and periostea.
As spiritual beings, rather
frequently out of our own
volition and corrupt machinations, we are a seriously
ill people. And there is no
worse danger to the ailed
(other than that which ails
them) than a perpetual ignorance of the problem.
Perhaps even worse yet
would be the very notion—
one I believe our enemy
would have us assume—that
we are not only free from

ailment, but that we are, indeed, thriving. If I injected a
deadly virus into someone, I
would certainly want the effects to proceed so undetected that I had the opportunity
to suggest to my victim that
she was actually doing very
well.
Maybe one reason (among
others) why God allows His
beloved children to experience suffering is to get us
into the hospital for an examination. How “grateful”
is the man who, breaking
his arm, is forced to seek immediate medical attention,
only to find the early onset
of cancer which would have

not been treatable had it been
discovered later. As believers with myriad blessings, it
might be dangerously easy
for us to forget our desperate
condition; we may never admit needing a physician until
diagnosed with something
dreadful.
If it feels as if the Lord
is allowing your soul to be
punctured and lacerated, because of some agonizing sorrow, that very well may be
the case.
Though it cannot possibly
seem so, this excruciating attention is not without reason.
In “The Efficacy of Prayer,”
C.S. Lewis offers this: “If we

were stronger, we might be
less tenderly treated. If we
were braver, we might be
sent, with far less help, to
defend far more desperate
posts in the great battle.”
Pain may function as a
preparation. The Lord may
be simultaneously purging the filth and causing us
to be more porous. Afterward, more disease will be
cleansed, purifying us further, and we will have become exponentially more
absorbent, primed to slurp
every last drop of His Spirit.
The rest of John 16:33 says,
“But take heart! I have overcome the world.” This, after

living a life well-acquainted
with affliction and the razors
of sorrow, and ultimately
emerging flawless. I believe
this was possible, and only
able to be endured, because
of His intimacy with the Father.
If we were to pursue and
emulate this, thereby becoming increasingly more
familiar with His ways, the
despair in suffering—though
asphyxiating—may seem to
have with it traces of purpose. Could pain therefore
become meaningful, more
bearable even?

By Marc Belcastro
Opinions Editor

On living with pain as believers
By Marc Belcastro
Opinions Editor
“In this world you will
have trouble,” John 16:33
says. Concerning the treatment of the problem of pain,
I am a clumsy layman. I can
only repeat those tremendous insights previously encountered while buffering
my own grossly inexperienced thoughts.
I feel like a child, speaking to his father who is a
physician, telling him how
I learned about bones and
muscles in school today. I
dare not pretend to be sly or
discreet enough as to cover
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Letters to the Editor
God's lesson plan for us
By Jill Wilcoxen

The Bible calls Jesus a
great teacher. This semester
I am learning what it means
to be a teacher.
As a student teacher I
write a lot of lesson plans.
As part of each lesson I include a set of goals or objectives for what I hope my
students will be able to do
by the end of the lesson. All
lesson plan objectives begin
the same way: “The student
will…,” followed by a goal.
As I was reading my Bi-

ble one day, I realized that
God, as the Great Teacher,
has written objectives for us.
They are found in the Ten
Commandments.
In order to see the Ten
Commandments as God’s
goals for us, however, one
must rephrase the Ten Commandments. Stated as lesson plan objectives, the Ten
Commandments sound like
this:
1. You will worship Me
alone.
2. You will be so absorbed
and satisfied in Me that you

need no other god.
3. You will honor My Name
and use it with respect.
4. You will keep the Sabbath
holy and respect it as My
day.
5. You will honor your parents.
6. You will value and respect
human life to the point of always defending it.
7. You will love and be committed to your spouse.
8. You will respect the property of others and work for
what you want.
9. You will always tell the

truth unless it is to keep
someone safe.
10. You will be satisfied with
what you have and not compare your lot with someone
else.
Brothers and sisters in
Christ, I believe these are
God’s goals for you. With
this new perspective in
mind, I encourage you to
become a student of Christ
this semester and let Him
be your Great Teacher. God
bless.

thing in common – they went
outside.
The purpose of this article is to encourage people
to get outdoors and see what
Indiana, and the rest of our
world, has to offer. I hope to
inform the Taylor community of specific outdoor recreational activities throughout
this year via The Echo. I do
this because some of my best
times at Taylor have been
outside Vayhinger Circle.
The outdoors are not
just for outdoorsmen. You
could be Davy Crockett, or
you could be Mary Poppins.
Whether you are wielding a
musket or an umbrella, Indiana has something to offer

everyone.
Outdoor sports are not as
intimidating as they sound.
Hiking, for example, is merely walking – in the woods.
Now backpacking is different for sure; it is walking in
the woods – with a backpack.
Mountain biking, anywhere
in Indiana, is riding any bicycle off of the sidewalk. Just
ask Random Brad.
Camping can be as extravagant or simple as you
choose; it basically requires
sleeping in a tent that is not
any more suffocating than a
dorm room (unless you are
in Bergwall!).
Visit Indiana’s Department of Natural Resources

website (www.in.gov/dnr)
to discover what is waiting
just outside your residence
hall. You can view the Indiana Outdoor Recreation
Guide online at this address
under “maps and publications.”
I urge you to go outside.
Visit an Indiana State Park.
Crawl through caves at McCormick’s Creek. Lay out on
the beach at Indiana Dunes.
Camp at Salamonie Reservoir. Do your homework in
the woods. Breathe some
fresh air. Carpe diem.

Seize the day outdoors
By Adam Hanna
Taylor University has seen
several legendary students
walk its campus.
Alan Briggs, a 2005 graduate, recently returned from
an expedition in Antarctica.
Kory Russel, a 2003 graduate, reached the summit
of Mt. McKinley (the highest point in North America),
after traversing upward for
twenty-six days in Alaska.
Current students Brodie
Sears, Andrew Dawdy, Brandon Wong, and Matt Read
spent spring break last year
braving the raging Wabash
River on a raft.
These legends all have one
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Taylor kicks off the season

Trojans go 0-1-1 at Judson Invitational, prepare for home opener
By Andrew Neel
Sports Editor
The scoreboard read
1-1 at the end of Taylor’s
hard-fought game against the
17th-ranked (NAIA) Notre
Dame College of Ohio men’s
soccer team at the Judson
Invitational last weekend.
According to Trojans head
coach Gary Ross, however,
the game was not as close as
the outcome might indicate.
“We dominated the
game against a nationallyranked team; [Notre Dame
of Ohio’s] coach even told
me afterwards that we deserved to win,” Ross said.
“However, all that matters in
the end is the final score.”
Using solid passing
and an aggressive offensive
attack, Taylor (0-1-1) controlled the first half of play
and grabbed an early lead after a goal by sophomore Justin Smith. Late in the second

Trojans Sports
(Home games in bold)

Football
Upcoming games:
Saturday at Anderson
(Anderson Highland HS)

Volleyball
(4-1)

L, 3-1 Roberts Wesleyan
W, 3-0 Damaen
W, 3-0 Embry-Riddle
W, 3-0 Houghton
W, 3-2 St. Joseph
Upcoming games:
Friday-Saturday
Cornerstone Tournament
Sept. 5
at Cedarville
Sept. 6
Spring Arbor 7:00

Men's Soccer
(0-1-1)

Tie, 1-1 Notre Dame (OH)
L, 3-0 Mt. Vernon
Upcoming games:
Friday
Davenport 1:30
Saturday
Shawnee State 2:00
Sept. 6
at Urbana

Women's Soccer
(0-1)

L, 2-1 Judson
Upcoming games:
Friday
Davenport 4:00
Sept. 5
at Cedarville

Men's Tennis
Upcoming games:
Saturday
at Ohio Dominican
Sept. 5
Indiana Wesleyan 3:00

Women's Tennis
Upcoming games:
Saturday
at Ohio Dominican
Sept. 5
at Indiana Wesleyan
Sept. 6
at Olivet Nazarene

Sports

half the Falcons scored to tie
the game at one goal apiece.
The overtime period only
lasted seven minutes before
the game was called due to
inclement weather.
“Our hustle and
tenacity to be the first to
the ball set the tone for the
game,” senior Jake Edgerton,
team captain, said. “We really worked hard for 97 minutes. We are learning that the
faster we play the better off
we are.”
Less than a day after their long battle against
the Falcons, the Trojans had
to play another game at the
Judson Invitational, this time
against Mt. Vernon. It was a
close game for most of the
first half, but the Cougars
were awarded a penalty kick
and went into halftime with
a 1-0 lead. After the break,
Mt. Vernon scored two goals
within 30 seconds to grab a
3-0 advantage and cruise to

victory over the Trojans.
“The game against
Mt. Vernon wasn’t a good
example of Taylor men’s soccer,” Edgerton said. “Being
a step slow to the ball has
a big trickle effect in soccer.  
Everyone has to be [moving] together and you rely on
players around you to be on
their game.”
The Trojans have a
large contingent of younger
players, and the influence of
the older players will be vital to the development of the
team as a whole.

“This is my first time
in four years that we have
been able to scrimmage fullsided and it really helps us
see areas we need to work
on,” senior Brad Livingston
said. “Coach Ross has been
really intentional about making sure everyone is playing
at their highest level in practice and that starts with the
seniors and goes down all

Junior Benj Petroelje (left) runs alongside teammate Jon Hughes during practice.

the way to the freshmen.”
After its two tough
games at Judson, Taylor has
its home opener on Friday at

It's AFC game time
By Andrew Neel
Sports Editor
School is starting,
and that can mean only one
thing for sports-crazed fans:
football season. Yes, it’s that
time of year when you, your
friends and the local selfproclaimed sports guru sit
around making random predictions about the NFL.
In the spirit of the
season, I will share some of
my thoughts about what will
transpire in the AFC.
An AFC team has
won four of the last five Super Bowls, and the average
record of AFC teams last year
was higher than the NFC.
The AFC is undoubtably the
stronger conference between
the two. In the dominant
AFC, there are five basic categories of teams.
NOT A CHANCE
New York Jets (4-12): This is
small category, because the
AFC is very talented and almost every team is a possible
playoff team. The key word
is “almost.” The Jets are the
Hollywood equivalent of
Tom Cruise:   crazy enough
to make you watch, but too
self-destructive to accomplish anything worthwhile.
Houston Texans (5-11): I’m
putting them in this category
for three reasons:  (1) they’re
never any good, (2) they
drafted Mario Williams instead of Reggie Bush, one of
the most dynamic offensive
playmakers in the history of
college football, and (3) did
I mention that they’re never
any good?
Cleveland Browns (5-11): I
haven’t seen enough (or any)
positive changes to convince
me that 2006 will be any different for the Browns than
2005 (or 2004 or 2003…).
WAIT AND SEE
Buffalo Bills (7-9): The best
thing that Buffalo has going for it is Willis McGahee.
My roommate, who has an
encyclopedic knowledge of
sports statistics, has a great
deal of faith in the young RB,
and that’s enough for me.
Oakland Raiders (7-9): With
all due respect to Randy
Moss, the Raiders success or
failure this season will rest
on the shoulders of the famously inconsistent QB Aaron Brooks. Oakland plays in
one of the toughest divisions

in the NFL and has a difficult schedule early on in the
season. I’m guessing Brooks
and the Raiders offense will
crack under the pressure.
Tennessee Titans (8-8): I
believe Vince Young will
be a Superbowl-winning
QB one day. This is not that
day. After the departure of
Steve McNair, the Titans will
be well-served to develop
Young and LenDale White
and put any playoff hopes
out of their minds.
San Diego Chargers (9-7):
LaDanian Tomlinson can do
a lot of things on offense, but
the multi-talented RB cannot
make Philip Rivers an experienced QB overnight. In the
brutal AFC, that’s what the
Chargers need to make the
leap from a .500 team to a
playoff hopeful.
IN THE HUNT
Baltimore Ravens (10-6): The
Ravens are playoff hopefuls
because of their marquee offseason acquisition of former
MVP quarterback Steve McNair. He may be old and his
body may be in bad shape,
but the guy knows how to
win. With a strong defense
to bolster its new offense,
Baltimore will surprise other
teams this year as it climbs
higher in the standings.
Denver Broncos (11-5): It
could just be because I don’t
like Jake Plummer, but the
Broncos don’t look like a
championship team to me.
Denver has a tough schedule, and I’m not sold on their
defense. They  could go 14-2
and it wouldn’t surprise me,
but I just don’t see it happening this year.
Miami Dolphins (11-5):
Coach Nick Saban had the
Dolphins in the running for
a playoff berth last season.
Now, with a more experienced roster and a new QB in
Daunte Culpepper, Miami is
looking to challenge the Patriots in the AFC East.
Jacksonville Jaguars (12-4):
After a disappointing loss to
the Patriots in the Wild Card
round of the 2005 Playoffs,
the Jaguars will be looking to improve their consistency. With a strong defense
already in place, the only
position in question on this
team is QB, where both Byron Leftwich and David Garrard have performed well. It
will be interesting to see who

Jack Del Rio chooses to start
week one under center.
CONTENDERS
New England Patriots (124): As long as Bill Belichick is
head coach and Tom Brady is
QB, the Patriots will always
be contending for the championship. Whether or not
New England was able to fix
its defensive problems from
last year, however, is still in
question.
Kansas City Chiefs (13-3):
Larry Johnson is the popular
number one pick for fantasy
football leagues across the
nation and a big reason the
Chiefs’ faithful fans are excited about the possibilities
in 2006. Add new head coach
Herm Edwards and there is
plenty going on to keep people interested in Kansas City
this season.
Indianapolis Colts (13-3):
The Colts added Adam Vinatieri to hopefully avoid a
repeat of last year’s playoff
collapse against the Steelers. Without Edgerrin James,
however, the Colts will have
a difficult time establishing
their running game enough
to allow Peyton Manning
room to operate.
Pittsburgh Steelers (13-3):
The defending Super Bowl
champions begin their quest
for a repeat without the retired Jerome Bettis, but Bill
Cowher and Big Ben are
ready to see what the Steelers are capable of with the
pressure on to perform.
THE FAVORITE
Cincinnati Bengals (14-2): If
Carson Palmer hadn’t been
injured on the first play of
the playoff game against
Pittsburgh last year, the Bengals might have been eventual Super Bowl Champions.
With that bitter loss still on
its mind, Cincinnati will be
playing with a chip on its
shoulder and demolishing
teams left and right with its
high-powered offense and
quick defense.
When the 2006 NFL
season has come to a close,
I’m sure we’ll all look back
at my predictions and realize just how brilliant I was...
or maybe not. Either way, I’ll
keep on making my prophetic proclamations, because
that’s what football season is
all about.

1:30 against Davenport.
“I expect us to compete very well this year and
be up there with the top

Photo by Amy Wood

teams in the MCC,” Ross explained. “If we don’t finish
in the top three in our conference, I’ll be very surprised.”

Lady Trojans get new coach
By Andrew Neel
Sports Editor
After three seasons
of chaos and change, the athletes on the Taylor women’s
soccer team are hoping the
arrival of new head coach
Tabatha Barney will give
them some consistency.
Barney comes to
Taylor with an impressive
resume of performance on
the soccer field. The Gas City
resident played for the Southwest Ohio U17 Junior Olympic Team when she was 15.
In college, Barney excelled at
Ohio State University, where
she led the team in scoring

scored midway through the
first half to put Taylor ahead
1-0, but the Lady Trojans defense allowed the Eagles to
get 18 shots on goal in the
game, which resulted in two
Judson goals.
“We need to work
on talking to each other
more on the field,” junior
Karen Kostaroff said. “Judson was able to capitalize
on its drives down the field,
but we need to communicate
more effectively and finish
our drives with good shots
on goal.”
Harsy said the team
has had difficulty dealing
with a different coach every
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Jessica Leszczynski battles for the Lady Trojans against Judson.
Taylor fell to the Eagles 2-1 on August 26.

for two seasons.
“I’m so excited about
being involved with soccer
at the college level,” Barney
said. “Hopefully we’ll be
able to start a winning tradition with this program.”
One thing Barney
will have to overcome this
season is the inexperience of
her team. Of the 17 players
on the team, only four are juniors and one is a senior.
“The leadership of
the upperclassmen will be
important. All the girls seem
to have positive attitudes.
We’re a young team, but we
will work well together,”
Barney said.
In their first game of
the season, the Lady Trojans
fell to Judson 2-1 on Saturday. Senior Amanda Harsy

season, but she hopes Barney’s guidance will be able
to provide some stability to
the program.
“Our girls play with
a lot of heart, but it’s hard to
build a team when you don’t
have a coach to lead off-season training in the spring,”
Harsy said. “I’m excited
about having [Barney] here,
and I hope she can stay. I
know our team will get better as the year goes on.”
The team will continue its season when it plays
host to Davenport on Friday
at 4:00.
“I expect to have a
winning season, get to know
the girls, glorify God through
the game of soccer and have
fun,” Barney said.

